Maximizing student learning through instructor and librarian collaboration in the time of COVID-19
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The goal of the library research component of FYW is for the instructor & librarians to work together in order to introduce students to the research process within a writing context.
During the past three years, one writing instructor and two librarians worked together in the “flipped” hybrid classroom. Then, due to COVID-19, they moved to the online classroom.

1. Library Research Instruction Session
The library instruction session is designed to help
writing students create original arguments driven by:
1.
2.
3.

teaching students why and how to do research
walking students through research question development and guide choices
guiding students through choosing research sources

The library instruction session is informed by the ACRL
“Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education .”
The traditional research instruction session is recorded, and is viewed by
students outside of the classroom in a “flipped classroom” model.

2. Class Research Preparation Sheet & Guides

3. Librarian Research Hour

FYW students use an online research preparation sheet in order to organize
their research question development and research guide choices. Often,
instructors assign students a topic and then ask them to return to class with
resources. Even though students are digital natives, they do not necessarily
know what elements are inherent in a solid research question and how to
navigate technology to find and organize appropriate resources.

Session format:
•
Interactive lecture (PowerPoint)
•
Brainstorming session
•
Team conferencing (Worksheet)
Benefits:
•
Efficient use of limited class time
•
Increased student active learning and class engagement

“Not only has access to evolving technologies broadened the
scope of the research ﬁeld, but it has also provided availability
to large amounts of data” (Reich 410).

“One of the primary issues that the library faculty encounters
with the one-shot instruction is the limited class time to teach
the students research skills and to properly assess the students’
practical application of the material” (Rivera 35).

Online Research Preparation Sheet
& Library Guide

The library research lecture is a set of seven recorded modules that students
view outside of class:
•
Introduction
•
Why do Research?
•
Why Should I Use Books?
•
Characteristics of a Scholarly Journal Article
•
What are Library Databases?
•
Search Strategies for Databases
•
Recommendations for Subject-Specific Databases

Determine
Keywords
Worksheet

Excerpt from Module
Why do Research?
Adapting to COVID-19
The advent of Covid-19 required
modifying our session to switch
to a fully-online format:
•
Conversion of
seven-module instruction
session was seamless
•
Recordings already online
for students to access

Outcomes

Excerpt from Module
Search Strategy
Adapting to COVID-19

Adapting to COVID-19

The advent of Covid-19 required
modifying our session to switch
to a fully-online format:
•
No lecture was given;
instructions and worksheet
were posted as an
assignment online
•
Instructor conferencing
consultation via Zoom

The advent of Covid-19 required
modifying our session to switch
to a fully-online format:
•
Zoom recording of the
session shared with the
course instructor via
YouTube
•
Librarian research
consultation via email

Student Feedback Samples
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Search Strategy for Article Databases
• Brainstorm your topic into keywords – What words could you use to describe your
topic?
• Consider synonyms (similar words) for your keywords:
▪ marijuana = cannabis
▪ “video game” = “online game”, “internet game”, “computer game”
• Phrases in quotes: “Blue Man Group”, “attention deficit disorder”
• Truncate words with the asterisk *: teach*= teach, teaches, teaching, teacher, teachers
• Use Boolean operators AND, OR to craft better searches
▪ Detroit AND bankruptcy
▪ “software engineers” OR programmers

